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To the Keader. 


[Tis not fit alittle book ſhould have a largs 
| Epiſtle, and cheretore briefly this : 


T He Author fancied tha 
Wife at a Pires time 
o be marryed ; which was, about 
the thirtieth year of hu Age ; he 
iv'd almoſt as long marryed to 
her, and dyed marryed to no 0- 
ther. She has now been more 
then twenty yeares his widow ; 
all which time, ſhe has been kept 
very faithfully, and as privately 
by a true friend of her Huſ- 
bands , and ſhe having been 4 


' Mourner Jo long, bas been per- 
A3 ſwaded 


ſhe may become a (oppy for the 
beft wives to write after. 


And now each Reager that 
thinks fit may Conrt her,and by « 


by that knowlecy bave the ad. 
vantage of getung a Wife, at 
like her ag hu merits or hu for- 
tune (who has uſually the prea- 
teit ſhare in getting wives and 
riches) will allow him , but let 


falſe hope of votammng her, for 


ſmaded by him to unvale ber| 
elf and a pear mm the light, that | 


ftrit Cruihity get ſo much of hs | 
favonr as to know ber well . amd | 


him not flatter hewmlelf with 4 | 


{he 


Y [ 


- 


te has proteſted to dye John 


U Loopers widow 


Aud yet, if ſhe ſhould prove 


1very a Woman as t0 change her 


ame, let me bey that though 


Wi; break her 4 %þ yet he 


le her k'ndly for her firsl 
ubands ſake, who was both 
Patient, and Fumble,and Lear- 
wd , and remarkably Chartta- 
"4 and indeed, a man of more 


"ble vertues, then a ſhort E- 


"ſte may enumerate. 


And if the Reader ſhall doubt 


the juſtneſſe of thus Commenda- 


n,and require, 4 double wit- 


A? neſſe 
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neſſe for it, the Lady Dyot (for 
whoſe direthon the Author crea- 
ted chu Wife) will ſay ſhe knows 
it to be truth, and 1 know ſhe and 
I do both lope hu memory. 
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H:ve paſt my maddeff age, 
rree trom C upid s fooliſh rage, 


E. 


Free trom ſighingy, tree from | ceares, 
Free trom hopes, and tree from fears? 


An. yet Fle wed, 1t I can fee 
A Miſtre1s that 1s meec for me. 


II. 
Firſt, I wo'd have her perſon (ſuch, 
As det tormity canno! touch ; 
Be the black, or brown, or fair, 
Ot Complexion, hae, or have 5 
It my Miltrels comiy be, 


$he'l prove tair enough for me. * 


Ag 


.Court- 
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I. 
Courtly carriage in theſe dayes 
[s but a {uſpicious paiſe : 
For my part I carenot for't, 
Nature is not made at Court: 
Let a grave and vertuous Mother 


IV. | 
Wealth I wich (he may have more 
Then to keep her trom being poor 3 
That (he need not love tor need, 
Norl wealth her love to teed : 
It in mind or means ſhe be 
Rich, ſhe's rich enough tor me, 


V. 
To be born of noble bloud, 
Isro her that's good a good - 
But to meit 15 no more 
Then time paſt, oc untry'd ore : 
Be ſhe gqod, how ere ſhe þe 
Born, ſhe's nobly born to me. 


Be my Wives Court, and no other. 


(3) 


VI. 

Tiuve Religion will make 

Any 200d for her own fake ; 

Bur, let vertue be the Teacher 

Of my Wite, before the Preacher ; 
She's good that wo'd uſe me well, 
Were there neither Heaven nor Heli. 


VII. 
Who for beauty takes a Wite, 
| Chooſeraaby theytheath the knife; 
' And, wflo takes her for Eltare, 
Or tor perſon, hath ill tate: 
Thete may periſh, or decay 
On, or ere her Wedding day, 


VIII. 
Wealth is Fortunes 3nd not mine, 
Perſon owes decly to time: 
Learning, Wit, and luch like parts 
Ravith mens, not womens hearts ; 
Bur a love, by true love bred, 
Gives each night a maiden-head. 


(4) 


Ix. 
Wit and Eloguence of tongue, Chi 
Sho'd ro me,not her, belong - Bu! 
Sober filence in a mud Shi 
Sayes enou2h when nothing's (114 + he 


And a Wite when the (peaks leal?, 
Aad char liccle weil, (peaks beſt. 


X. 
When 1 Court her firſt (he 411 
Neither Credit ncughe nor all - | 
Bat, when time my cr uch has prov'd, 
Aad ſhe finds ſh» is belov'd, 
Lec her cher beiicve, and then 
Firſt begin co love agen. 


ht 


XI, 
Let her next be wiſe, and know 
Love ſhall reap as Love thall ſow- 
Trying maſte:ies ia a Wife, 
Is che (cab or bane of lite : 
And hath too oft had the fate, 
To deſtroy a good Eſtate. 


(5) 


XII. 
Children ſho'd not be loves end, 
But loves mend : if God them lend 
She ſho'd love them for no other 
Caulſc, but tor my Wite's their Mother : 
It God (ſend none I thould be 
Child to her,and (he co me. 


X1II. 
For man is the ball of tate, 
| Toſt about from ſtare to ſtare; 
Therefore God tor one chict part 
Give mine fort:t#de of heart, 
That ſo (he may valiant prove , 
And bear any lo(s bur love. 


XIV. 
Next I wiſh that my heart may 
Find her's made of Wax,not Clay - 
That my love may make her's be 
More ſoft, notmore hard to me z 
She's loves hangman, and bis hell 
In whom a proud heart does dwell. 


XV 
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2 XV. 
hen the Prieft has made ns one. 
Eleth of fleſh and bone of bone - 
We muſt Wed onr wills coge: er 
And will one in both or ne1rh-: 
By her congue my heart rout p<3k ; 
Hers by mine muſt filence beak, 


X VI. 
Where ewo hearts be thus indented, 
They live, tor they live contented ; 
Where they differ, there they die, 
And their Martiaze-knot untic : 
They and none but they are Wed, 
Whole hearts lodg both in one Bed, 


XVII 
f Sie that knows to ſpend or ſpare, 
1 As times and occaftons are, 
| Brings a portion, bringing none, 
| By:, much better btinging one 
Otie m3y well call ſuch a Wite, 
The lite of her husbands life. 
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XVII. 
She her husbancs Rate and kic 

Makes her olafle co dreſs her by ; 
She a neat aud whoilome dyet 
Makes the utmolt ot cr rot ; i 
She, like a good Snaile,doth awe 
Moſt at home in her own thl 


XIX. 
Such 2 Wite as this, wo'd mare 
Monkes their Cloyiters ro to: lake, 
Such a Wife wo daimoit vx 
| Angels thar they want 4 lex x 
Such 2 Wite I with co nur'e 
Both my body and my purle, 


XX. 
Thus 1'th' mize] de choole my 7olp 
And my Wite caſt ina mou; 
Yet, a Womans Son may vaiy, 
Bur, I meaa if ere I marry, 
Eitner r6 nave fuck SE one, 
Qr a better, which £.2cac. 
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The Book of Common Prayer, 


\ Hat = by the book 2 and 
Common ? 
Yes, why not ? 
The Spirit of Grace, 
And ſupplication, 
Is not letrt iree alone 
For time and place, 
But manner too, to read or (peak by rote, 
Is all alike ro him that prays 
With's hear, what with bis month 
he tays. 


They that in private by themſelves alone 
Do pray, may take 
W har liberty they pleaſe 
In chooſing of the waies, 
Wherein to make 
Their ſouls moſt intimate afeftions known 
To bim that .ecs 10 {ecret, when 
Th' are moſt reſcrv'd irom other 
men, But 


Zyut, 
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Zur, he that unto others leads the way 
la publick prayer, 
Should choole to do uly 
As all that bear may know 
They need not fear '5 
To tune their hearts unto his rongue,& (ay 
Amen; ao doubt they were be- 
tray d 
To blaſpheme, when they ſho's 
have pray'd, 


| Devotion will adde life unto the Letter: 


And, w.iy thod 
That which Authority 
Preſcribes, eſteemed he 
Advantage got © 
fP:ayer be good? the commoner the 
better. 
Prayer in the Churches wards, as 
well 
As lenle, os all Prayers bears ;he 
Bcll | 


Ch. Be. 
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